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hands of French army officers, to whom his name
was thus made familiar.

In 1835 occurred two important events. His
engagement to his cousin Princess Mathilde
- daughter of ex-King Jerome of Westphalia -
with whom he had fallen deeply in love. And
his fateful introduction to an ambitious adven-
turer named Fialin, self-styled Vicomte de
Persigny.

During the succeeding months, Hortense and
Persigny managed to persuade Louis Napoleon
that the time had come for him to lay aside the pen
and make a bid for Empire with the sword. In
justice to the conspirators it must be conceded
that conditions seemed to favour such a project.
France was seething with discontent; outbreaks
had occurred in numerous districts. Moreover,
in an effort to distinguish himself from the un-
popular Bourbons in the eyes of the people,
Louis Philippe had done his utmost to revive
memories of the military glory of the Empire ;
the tricolour was restored as the national flag, and
it was announced that steps would be taken to
retrieve the remains of Napoleon from St. Helena.
Such conduct reminded the nation of the glories of
the Empire whilst suffering the memories of its
miseries to sleep. This policy of Louis Philippe,
far from benefiting himself, only served to increase
popular discontent with existing conditions and